Ships Log USS Bayo

3 May 1945
0240  Made rendezvous with LAGARTO and discussed plans for today. She proposed to dive on convoy's track and make contact at 1400. BAYA ten to fifteen miles further along track. If no contact was made we were to intercept at 2000 at convoy's possible 2130 position. Set course for arranged station.  
0814  Made quick dive for trim.  
0828  Surfaced.  
1200  Lat. 7-55 N.: Long. 102-18E.; 318 miles, 5,203 gals.  
1342  Patrolling on surface normal to convoy's projected track.  
1436  Sighted single float plane at about 15 to 20 miles apparently patrolling convoy (plane contact No. 26). Commenced trailing from ahead.  
1500  Sent first of numerous contact reports to LAGARTO. No receipt.  
1645  Second plane joined convoy (plane contact No. 27).  
1650  Original plane apparently relieved and commenced sweeps down convoy track.  
1653  With range closed to about 9 miles, made quick dive.  
1805  Surfaced. Plane in sight over convoy.  
2037  Headed down convoy track at two engine speed to gain SJ radar contact.  
2143  SJ radar contact at 17,250 yards, bearing 257(t). Called away Tracking Party (ship contact no. 6)  
2200  Convoy identified as same one encountered last night. First solution showed enemy course of 030 (t)., but within fifteen minutes of our changing course to close the range the convoy tracked to a stop. After several minutes of milling around the convoy proceeded due south.  
2215  Proceeded at full speed on end around for port flank attack. Keying SJ radar once each minute. Two separate 10cm. radar interferences from the direction of the convoy, usually keyed for ten seconds each minute. Occasional enemy radar sweeps were made at the rate of 3 ½ revolutions per minute.  
2240  Making good progress up targets port quarter. Convoy has suddenly changed course to his left to 050(t). Continued to cross ahead at full speed.  
2250  Convoy changed course abruptly to 340(t). These can not be zigs. Convoy is obviously alerted by our radar and is taking evasive actions based apparently on change of bearing of our own 10cm. radar.  
2300  Continuing down convoy's starboard flank to gain position for a 120(t) track on main group. Convoy has now eased around to small zigs on a rough base course of 050(t). We are using our SJ only 5 seconds each two minutes.  
2347  Convoy zigging on base course 060(t)., speed 9 knots. Having sent LAGARTO contact reports almost half hourly with no receipt, decided to make the attack along. Manned battle stations.  
2358  In nice position on starboard box expecting zig away. Commenced surface approach at 14 knots from starboard bow. Night dark with clouds around the horizon with occasional lightning. Sea flat calm. All torpedoes set on four feet. Nearest escort 1500 yards on starboard beam of leading target. Planned for 110-120 starboard track to fire three torpedoes at each main target. There is a chance that we have confused the convoy by little use of our own radar.   
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
4 May 1945
0010  With target almost 15 minutes overdue for a zig and giving us a 55 track decided to fire all six bow tubes at the leading and larger target.  
0011  With torpedo run of 5500 yards, commenced firing low powered shot forward. As No. 3 left the tube the target was observed to turn away presenting a 90 starboard angle on the bow.  
0012  Completed firing forward nest.  
0013  Came left with full rudder and ahead full. Observed targets to turn away completely while near escort turned towards.  
0015  One explosion reported from below. Not seen from bridge.  
0020  Secured from Battle Stations.  
0030  Pulling away from escort. Decided to try another starboard flank attack after shaking escort. Manned battle stations.  
0037  Escort still chasing us on port quarter. Main target group on course 020(t).  
0053  Put out RDB and went ahead to open out on escort. RDB could not be picked up by our SJ and it did not lead the escort astray. Convoy made radical course change to the northwest.  
0110  Changed course to 020(t) at full speed to shake escort, got ahead of him, and head in for second attack - preferably on port flank because of moon.  
0118  Moonrise. Convoy has changed course to 320(t) to keep us astern. Escort is tagging along wide between us and main group, keeping us silhouetted in bright moonlight. The Jap 10cm. radar is too good for us tonight. They are neither going to let us close or gain a position ahead for a submerged attack.  
0134  Lost contact. Secured from Battle Stations. Changed course to follow ahead on possible convoy track at slow speed.  
1034  Sank type 93 Jap 4 horned mine by 40 mm gunfire at Lat. 07-39N., Long 103-21E.  
1200  Lat 07-14 N.: Long. 103-25E; 261 miles, 2,563 gals.  
1350  SD radar contact at 31 miles (plane contact no. 28), lost contact at 33 miles.  
1640  SD and sight contact on low winged fighter at 12 miles headed toward (plane contact no. 29).  
1641  Made quick dive.  
1838  Surfaced all clear.  
2040  SJ radar interference, bearing 150(t). Headed toward.  
2050  SJ radar contact, bearing 145(t)., range 10,450 yards (ship contact no. 7).  
2120  Made rendezvous with HAMMERHEAD. Received mail and exchanged movies. 
