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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA )
I. B. 159-A
 

                                                      DECEMBER 5, 1941

Memorandum for the Chief of Staff:

Subject: Supplementary Brief Periodic Estimate of the Situation December 1, 1941-March 31, 1942.

7. Thailand. 

a. The contributions of Thailand toward the defeat of the Nazi or Axis forces has been for the most part negligible. However, beginning in the late Summer of 1941 there have been evidences of her growing will to resist any encroachments on her sovereignty. This is supported by the facts that Thailand has been strengthened both in military force and diplomacy to a position where the Thais could make a very real contribution to the common cause. 

b. Thailand, or Siam, a weak buffer state between colonies of Great Powers, has traditionally played one off against the other while leaning toward the dominant one of the moment. The fall of France, accompanied with her replacement in Indo-China by aggressive Japanese troops on Thai borders, compelled the Thai government to reorient her policies. The obvious weakness of the Democracies throughout 1939, 1940 and the first half of 1941 made Thailand's foreign relations appear pro-Japanese. And there is no doubt that several Thai Cabinet Ministers and other influential leaders including Princes of Royal blood are pro-Japanese. However, the Prime Minister and Field Marshal, Luang Pibul Songgram, for all practical purposes the supreme ruler of Thailand, is positively pro-Thai to the exclusion of all foreign ties or bias. The key to the situation may be that since August 1941 Songgram has devoted almost all his efforts and his considerable abilities to the reorganization and strengthening of Thai armed forces. The Thai army is unquestionably loyal, and with their  morale high from recent victories over the French forces, they can be counted on to follow the person and leadership of their Commander-in-Chief. 

c. The formation of the ABCD coalition and the strong position recently taken by the United States have effectively altered the political and diplomatic outlook. Thailand is now distrustful of Japanese designs and fearful of invasion. A guarantee of Thailand's territory and independence after the war, and immediate, substantial, material aid and supplies, would greatly strengthen Thailand's will and power to resist the Japanese. 

d. With reference to Thailand, a great contribution that could be made to the defeat of Nazi forces would be to prevent this country and natural base of operations against the Burma Road, Malaya, and the East Indies from falling into Axis hands. The Thai army and people will fight bravely to defend their independence, but with little or no outside aid, probably could not withstand a determined attack in force more than two weeks. Thai forces are deployed along the long Mekong River frontier, but first line defense units of less than 40,000 reliable combat troops-especially with insignificant mechanized units and woeful weakness in antitank and antiair forces-could not block for long, the logical push from northwest Cambodia west along the railroad to Kangkok and the heart of Thailand. 

e. Thailand's resistance may de disastrously affected under heavy enemy bombing, unless fighting planes and antiaircraft units are made available to Bangkok in time. If supporting outside forces could assume the protection of the entire Malay Peninsula, up to and in contact with Bangkok, and give some naval aid in the Gulf of Siam, Thailand could concentrate her entire force against the major threat from the southeast to her distinct advantage. With relatively small quantities of military supplies and equipment, but particularly air force, antiair, and anti-mechanized elements, medium artillery ammunition, and technical or military advisers arriving in time, Thailand might hold out indefinitely. 

THAILAND'S ARMED FORCES

 

40,000 Regular Army-well trained and equipped, organized into 5 Corps 

    (8,000 each) of 15 Inf. Divisions (2,500 each).

8,000 men mobilized in newly organized 6th Corps.

2,500 in Marine Division. 

20,000 police force and border guards under military organization.

200,000 partially trained reserves not mobilized and lacking in 

    equipment. Only 2,000 trained reserve officers. 

    Mechanized force of 96 tanks and 150 motorcycle troops. 

    Anti Air defense-about 12 light guns, 8 75-A.A. and 8 searchlights. 

    Country wide air defense warning system. 

 

Air Force
 

 

200 airplanes of all types organized into 5 Army wings and 1 Naval wing. 

600 trained pilots but no reserve planes. 

    Thai Naval Force consists of 4 heavy gunboats, 16 medium and small 

       torpedo boats, 12 motorboats and 5 small submarines. Sufficient 

       trained personnel. 

    There is an arsenal in Bangkok with means for producing considerable 

       small arms and light artillery ammunition. 
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